
Women of Influence: Ten Extraordinary IAS
Careers
The Indian Administrative Service (IAS) is one of the most prestigious civil
services in the world. IAS officers play a vital role in the development of
India, and they have a wide range of responsibilities, including managing
districts, implementing government policies, and providing services to the
public.
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Women have been serving in the IAS since 1955, and they have made
significant contributions to the development of India. In this article, we
profile ten extraordinary women who have served in the IAS. These women
have broken barriers, overcome challenges, and made a difference in the
lives of millions of people.

1. Kiran Bedi
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Kiran Bedi is the first woman to join the Indian Police Service (IPS). She
has served as the Director General of Police of Chandigarh and Delhi, and
she is currently the Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry.

Bedi is a fearless and outspoken officer who has fought for justice and
equality throughout her career. She has been a vocal critic of corruption
and violence against women, and she has worked tirelessly to improve the
lives of the poor and marginalized.

2. Aruna Roy
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Aruna Roy is the founder of the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan
(MKSS),a non-profit organization that works to empower the poor and
marginalized in India.

Roy is a tireless advocate for social justice, and she has worked for
decades to improve the lives of the poor and marginalized. She has been
instrumental in the passage of several laws that protect the rights of the
poor, and she has helped to empower millions of people to lift themselves
out of poverty.

3. Mira Nair
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Mira Nair is an Indian-American film director who has won numerous
awards for her work. She is best known for films such as "Salaam
Bombay!" and "Monsoon Wedding.".

Nair's films often explore the lives of women and children in India, and she
has been praised for her sensitivity and her ability to tell powerful stories.
She is an inspiration to women around the world, and she has used her
platform to speak out on important social issues.

4. Anita Bose Pfaff
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Anita Bose Pfaff is the daughter of Subhas Chandra Bose, one of the most
famous freedom fighters in Indian history. She has served as the Director of
the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, and she is currently the
President of the India International Centre.

Bose Pfaff is a dedicated advocate for peace and understanding, and she
has worked tirelessly to promote dialogue between India and other
countries. She is also a strong supporter of women's rights, and she has
worked to empower women in India and around the world.

5. Naina Lal Kidwai
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Naina Lal Kidwai is the former CEO of HSBC India. She is one of the most
successful businesswomen in India, and she has been recognized for her
leadership and her commitment to corporate social responsibility.

Kidwai has been a strong advocate for women in business, and she has
worked to break down barriers for women in the workplace. She is also a
passionate advocate for education, and she has helped to establish several
schools and educational programs for underprivileged children.

6. Ela Bhatt
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Ela Bhatt is the founder of SEWA, a non-profit organization that works to
empower women in India. SEWA provides women with access to credit,
training, and other resources that they need to start and grow their own
businesses.

Bhatt is a tireless advocate for women's rights, and she has worked for
decades to improve the lives of women in India. She is a recipient of the
Ramon Magsaysay Award, and she has been recognized as one of the
most influential women in the world.

7. Sukhadeo Thorat
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Sukhadeo Thorat is the former Chairman of the University Grants
Commission. He is a leading expert on education in India, and he has
worked tirelessly to improve access to education for all Indians.

Thorat is a strong advocate for social justice, and he has worked to
promote the rights of the poor and marginalized. He is a recipient of the
Padma Shri, and he is widely respected as one of the most influential
educators in India.

8. Urvashi Butalia
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Urvashi Butalia is the founder of Kali for Women, a non-profit organization
that works to empower women in India. Kali for Women provides women
with access to resources and training that they need to improve their lives.

Butalia is a passionate advocate for women's rights, and she has worked
for decades to improve the lives of women in India. She is a recipient of the
Padma Shri, and she is widely recognized as one of the most influential
feminists in India.
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9. Amrita Pathak

Amrita Pathak is the former CEO of the National Sample Survey
Organization. She is a leading expert on poverty and inequality in India,
and she has worked tirelessly to improve the lives of the poor and
marginalized.

Pathak is a strong advocate for social justice, and she has worked to
promote the rights of the poor and marginalized. She is a recipient of the
Padma Shri, and she is widely recognized as one of the most influential
statisticians in India.

10. Rina Panigrahi
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Rina Panigrahi is the former Chief Secretary of Odisha. She is a leading
expert on public administration in India, and she has worked tirelessly to
improve the lives of the poor and marginalized.

Panigrahi is a strong advocate for good governance, and she has worked
to promote transparency and accountability in government. She is a
recipient of the Padma Shri, and she is widely recognized as one of the
most influential public administrators in India.

These ten women are just a few of the many extraordinary women who
have served in the Indian Administrative Service. These women have
broken barriers, overcome challenges, and made a difference in the lives of
millions of people. They are an inspiration to us all, and they remind us that
anything is possible if we set our minds to it.
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