
Unlock the Secrets of Expressive Drumming:
A Review of "How To Bring Your Drumming To
Life"
Are you ready to elevate your drumming to new heights? John Riley's
groundbreaking book, "How To Bring Your Drumming To Life," is a must-
read for drummers of all levels who are looking to unlock their full potential.
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John Riley is a world-renowned drummer, educator, and author. He has
performed and recorded with some of the greatest musicians of our time,
including Dizzy Gillespie, Stan Getz, and Chick Corea. In "How To Bring
Your Drumming To Life," Riley shares his decades of experience and
insights on how to develop the essential skills and techniques that will
transform your drumming from merely keeping time to a truly expressive
and musical art form.
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Embrace the Power of Time

One of the most important concepts that Riley emphasizes in the book is
the importance of time. He explains that time is not simply a matter of
keeping a steady beat. Rather, it is a powerful tool that can be used to
create tension, release, and emotion in music.

Riley provides a wealth of exercises and techniques that will help you
develop a deep understanding of time. You will learn how to play with
different subdivisions, how to create syncopations, and how to use
dynamics to add interest and variety to your drumming.

Develop Your Musical Vocabulary

In addition to time, Riley also stresses the importance of developing your
musical vocabulary. He explains that just as a writer needs a wide range of
words to express themselves, a drummer needs a wide range of rhythms,
fills, and grooves to express their musical ideas.

The book includes a comprehensive collection of essential rhythmic
patterns and fills. Riley provides clear explanations and demonstrations of
each pattern, and he shows you how to use them in a variety of musical
contexts.

Connect with Your Inner Drummer

One of the most unique and valuable aspects of "How To Bring Your
Drumming To Life" is Riley's emphasis on the importance of connecting
with your inner drummer. He believes that every drummer has a unique
voice, and that it is essential to find your own voice and express yourself
through your drumming.



The book includes a number of exercises and meditations that will help you
to connect with your inner drummer. Riley encourages you to experiment
with different sounds, rhythms, and styles, and to find what truly resonates
with you.

"How To Bring Your Drumming To Life" is an essential resource for any
drummer who is looking to take their playing to the next level. Riley's clear
explanations, practical exercises, and inspiring insights will help you to
develop the skills, techniques, and mindset that you need to become a truly
expressive and musical drummer. Whether you are a beginner or a
seasoned professional, you will find something of value in this book. Highly
recommended!

About the Author

John Riley is a world-renowned drummer, educator, and author. He has
performed and recorded with some of the greatest musicians of our time,
including Dizzy Gillespie, Stan Getz, and Chick Corea. Riley is also the
founder of the Manhattan Drummers Collective, one of the leading drum
schools in the world.

Riley has written a number of books and instructional videos on drumming,
including "The Art of Bop Drumming," "The Jazz Drummer's Workout," and
"Beyond Bop Drumming." His books and videos have been translated into
multiple languages and have helped to inspire and educate drummers
around the world.

Riley is a true master of his craft, and his passion for drumming is evident
in everything he does. "How To Bring Your Drumming To Life" is a



testament to his dedication to the art of drumming, and it is a valuable
resource for any drummer who is looking to improve their playing.

Free Download "How To Bring Your Drumming To Life" on Our Book
Library
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Terrorist Events Worldwide 2024: A
Comprehensive Guide to Global Terrorism
Terrorism is a global threat that affects all corners of the world. In recent
years, the number of terrorist attacks has increased dramatically, and the
threat is only...
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Music and Identity in Ireland and Beyond: A
Journey into the Heart of a Nation
Music: The Rhythm of Irish Identity In the tapestry of nations, music plays
an intricate role in weaving the...
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