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Birds are beautiful and fascinating creatures that can make wonderful
companions. If you're thinking about getting into bird breeding, zebra
finches are a great choice. They're relatively easy to care for, and they're
prolific breeders. In this guide, we'll cover everything you need to know
about choosing and breeding zebra finches, from selecting the right birds to
breeding and raising healthy chicks.

Choosing Zebra Finches

When choosing zebra finches for breeding, there are a few things you
should keep in mind. First, you'll need to decide whether you want to breed
for color, song, or both. If you're interested in breeding for color, you'll need
to choose birds that have the desired color mutations. If you're interested in
breeding for song, you'll need to choose birds that have good singing
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voices. Of course, you can also choose birds that have both good color and
singing voices.

Once you've decided on the type of birds you want to breed, you'll need to
find a reputable breeder. A good breeder will be able to provide you with
healthy birds that are free of disease. They'll also be able to give you
advice on how to care for your birds and how to breed them successfully.

Housing and Care

Zebra finches need a spacious cage that is at least 18 inches long, 18
inches wide, and 18 inches high. The cage should have plenty of perches,
toys, and a nest box. The nest box should be about 4 inches square and 6
inches high. It should have a hole in the side that is large enough for the
birds to enter and exit.

Zebra finches eat a diet of seeds, pellets, and fresh fruits and vegetables.
You can find commercial zebra finch food at most pet stores. You should
also offer your birds a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables, such as
apples, bananas, and carrots.

Zebra finches are social birds that need to be kept in pairs or small groups.
They're also very active birds that need plenty of exercise. You should
provide your birds with a variety of toys to keep them entertained.

Breeding Zebra Finches

Zebra finches are relatively easy to breed. The first step is to introduce the
male and female birds to each other. The birds should be placed in a
neutral cage that is at least 24 inches long, 24 inches wide, and 24 inches
high. The cage should have plenty of perches, toys, and a nest box.



The birds should be allowed to get to know each other for a few days
before breeding. Once the birds have bonded, the male will begin to court
the female. The male will sing to the female and dance around her. If the
female is interested, she will allow the male to mate with her.

The female zebra finch will lay 4-6 eggs in the nest box. The eggs will
hatch after about 12 days. The chicks will be altricial, meaning that they are
helpless and need to be fed by their parents. The chicks will fledge from the
nest after about 3 weeks.

Raising Zebra Finch Chicks

Raising zebra finch chicks is a rewarding experience. The first step is to
provide the chicks with a warm and safe environment. The chicks should
be placed in a brooder box that is lined with soft material. The brooder box
should be kept at a temperature of about 80 degrees Fahrenheit.

The chicks should be fed a diet of formula that is speziell designed for baby
birds. You can find baby bird formula at most pet stores. The chicks should
be fed every 2-3 hours. As the chicks get older, you can start to feed them
a mixture of formula and seed.

The chicks will be ready to leave the brooder box after about 3 weeks.
Once the chicks are fully feathered, they can be moved to a flight cage.
The flight cage should be at least 36 inches long, 36 inches wide, and 36
inches high. The cage should have plenty of perches, toys, and a nest box.

Breeding zebra finches is a fun and rewarding experience. By following the
tips in this guide, you can increase your chances of success. With a little
patience and care, you can raise healthy and happy zebra finches.
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