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The Sparrow is a science fiction novel by Mary Doria Russell that was first
published in 1996. The novel tells the story of a group of Jesuit priests who
are sent on a mission to a planet where they encounter an alien species
known as the sparrows. The sparrows are a peaceful and technologically
advanced people, but their culture is very different from our own.

The priests are initially welcomed by the sparrows, but they soon learn that
there is a dark side to this alien world. The sparrows are ruled by a
powerful elite who are willing to use violence to maintain their power. The
priests are caught in the middle of a conflict between the sparrows and
their own faith.
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The Sparrow is a gripping and thought-provoking novel that will stay with
you long after you finish it. It is a must-read for fans of science fiction,
religious fiction, and literary fiction.

The Characters

Emilio Sandoz is a Jesuit priest who is the leader of the mission to the
sparrows. He is a devout man who believes that the sparrows are a gift
from God.

Sofia Mendes is a Jesuit priest who is one of the first to make contact
with the sparrows. She is a brilliant scientist who is fascinated by the
sparrows' culture.

Marcus Stone is a Jesuit priest who is a linguist. He is responsible for
learning the sparrows' language and communicating with them.

Lazarus Longbow is a Jesuit priest who is a doctor. He is responsible
for providing medical care to the sparrows.

Jimmy Quinn is a Jesuit priest who is a mechanic. He is responsible
for repairing the mission's equipment.

The Setting

The Sparrow is set on a planet called Rakhat. Rakhat is a beautiful and
lush planet, but it is also a dangerous one. The planet is home to a variety
of deadly creatures, and the climate is unforgiving.

The priests live in a compound that is located in a remote part of Rakhat.
The compound is surrounded by a high wall, and it is guarded by armed
guards. The priests are safe inside the compound, but they are constantly
aware of the dangers that lurk outside.



The Plot

The Sparrow is a complex and multi-layered novel. The plot is driven by the
characters' interactions with the sparrows and their own faith. The novel
raises questions about the nature of God, the existence of evil, and the
meaning of life.

The novel begins with the priests' arrival on Rakhat. The priests are initially
welcomed by the sparrows, but they soon learn that there is a dark side to
this alien world. The sparrows are ruled by a powerful elite who are willing
to use violence to maintain their power. The priests are caught in the
middle of a conflict between the sparrows and their own faith.

The novel follows the priests as they struggle to survive on Rakhat. The
priests are faced with a series of challenges, including hunger, disease,
and violence. They are also forced to confront their own beliefs and their
own faith.

The novel ends with the priests' return to Earth. The priests are changed
men, and they have a new understanding of God, the universe, and their
own place in it.

The Themes

The Sparrow is a novel that explores a variety of themes, including:

The nature of God

The existence of evil

The meaning of life

The importance of faith



The power of love

The Sparrow is a challenging and thought-provoking novel that will stay
with you long after you finish it. It is a must-read for fans of science fiction,
religious fiction, and literary fiction.

The Author

Mary Doria Russell is an American author who has written a number of
science fiction and historical novels. She is best known for her novel The
Sparrow, which was nominated for the Nebula Award and the Hugo Award.

Russell was born in Chicago, Illinois, in 1950. She graduated from the
University of California, Berkeley, with a degree in English literature. After
college, she worked as a journalist and a teacher.

Russell began writing fiction in the early 1990s. Her first novel, The
Sparrow, was published in 1996. The novel was a critical and commercial
success, and it was nominated for the Nebula Award and the Hugo Award.
Russell has since written several other novels, including Children of God
(2001),The Sea of Tranquility (2005),and The Sparrow (2015).

Russell is a gifted storyteller who writes with intelligence, compassion, and
wit. Her novels are thought-provoking and emotionally resonant, and they
offer readers a unique perspective on the human condition.
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