
The Methods Used By The Great
Saxophonists Around The World
The saxophone is a relatively young instrument, but in its short history it
has produced some of the most iconic and influential musicians of all time.
From Charlie Parker to John Coltrane to Sonny Rollins, the saxophone has
been a major force in jazz, rock, and pop music.

What is it that makes these great saxophonists so special? Is it their natural
talent? Their hard work and dedication? Or is it something else?
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In this book, we will explore the methods used by the great saxophonists
around the world. We will cover everything from embouchure and breathing
to fingering and articulation. With over 100 pages of text and illustrations,
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this book is the perfect resource for any saxophonist who wants to improve
their playing.

Embouchure

The embouchure is the way you position your mouth on the mouthpiece of
the saxophone. It is one of the most important factors in determining your
sound and intonation. There are many different embouchures, but the most
common is the "classical" embouchure. This embouchure is characterized
by a firm lower lip and a relaxed upper lip. The teeth are slightly apart, and
the tip of the tongue is touching the reed.

There is no one "correct" embouchure. The best embouchure for you will
depend on your individual anatomy and playing style. However, there are
some general principles that you should keep in mind when developing
your embouchure:

Your lips should be relaxed and comfortable.

Your teeth should be slightly apart.

The tip of your tongue should be touching the reed.

You should experiment with different embouchures to find one that
works best for you.

Breathing

Breathing is another important factor in playing the saxophone. Proper
breathing will help you to produce a strong, consistent sound. It will also
help you to avoid fatigue and injury.



There are two main types of breathing: diaphragmatic breathing and
clavicular breathing. Diaphragmatic breathing is the most efficient way to
breathe for playing the saxophone. This type of breathing uses the
diaphragm, a large muscle located beneath the lungs, to draw air into the
lungs. Clavicular breathing, on the other hand, uses the muscles of the
chest to draw air into the lungs. This type of breathing is less efficient and
can lead to fatigue and injury.

To practice diaphragmatic breathing, place one hand on your chest and the
other hand on your stomach. Take a deep breath and feel your stomach
expand. As you exhale, feel your stomach contract. Continue practicing this
exercise until you are able to breathe diaphragmatically without thinking
about it.

Fingering

Fingering is the process of using your fingers to cover the holes on the
saxophone. The fingering for each note is different, and it is important to
memorize the fingerings for all of the notes in your range. There are many
different fingering charts available online and in books. It is a good idea to
print out a fingering chart and keep it with you when you practice.

When fingering the saxophone, it is important to use the tips of your
fingers. Avoid using the pads of your fingers, as this can lead to fatigue and
injury. You should also keep your fingers close to the keys. This will help
you to play faster and more accurately.

Articulation

Articulation is the way you start and stop notes. There are many different
ways to articulate notes, and the type of articulation you use will depend on



the style of music you are playing. The most common types of articulation
are tonguing, slurring, and staccato.

Tonguing is the most basic type of articulation. To tongue a note, simply
use your tongue to stop the airflow from the mouthpiece. The tip of your
tongue should touch the reed just behind the tip of the mouthpiece. You
should experiment with different tongue positions to find one that produces
a clear and consistent sound.

Slurring is a technique that is used to connect two or more notes without
tonguing. To slur, simply do not stop the airflow from the mouthpiece when
you move from one note to the next. Slurring can be used to create a
smooth and legato sound.

Staccato is a technique that is used to create a short, detached sound. To
play staccato, tongue the note very quickly and then immediately release
the airflow from the mouthpiece. Staccato can be used to create a variety
of effects, such as
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