
My Cousin Vinny: A Legal Comedy Classic
My Cousin Vinny is a 1992 American legal comedy film directed by
Jonathan Lynn and starring Joe Pesci, Marisa Tomei, Ralph Macchio,
Mitchell Whitfield, Lane Smith, Bruce McGill, and Fred Gwynne. The film
follows Vinny Gambini, a New York City lawyer who travels to Alabama to
defend his cousin, Billy, who has been accused of murder.
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The film was a critical and commercial success, grossing over $64 million
worldwide against a production budget of $11 million. It was nominated for
two Academy Awards, including Best Picture, and won the Academy Award
for Best Supporting Actress for Tomei.

My Cousin Vinny has been praised for its humor, its heartwarming story,
and its strong performances. Pesci and Tomei are both particularly
excellent, and their chemistry on screen is electric. The film is also notable
for its use of authentic Alabama locations and characters, which gives it a
unique sense of realism.
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Plot

My Cousin Vinny tells the story of Vinny Gambini, a New York City lawyer
who travels to Alabama to defend his cousin, Billy, who has been accused
of murdering a store clerk. Vinny is a brash and inexperienced lawyer, but
he is determined to prove Billy's innocence.

As Vinny investigates the case, he uncovers a number of inconsistencies in
the prosecution's story. He also learns that Billy is being framed by the local
police, who are trying to cover up their own involvement in the crime.

With the help of his fiancee, Mona Lisa Vito, Vinny is able to expose the
truth and prove Billy's innocence. In the process, he also learns a valuable
lesson about the importance of justice.

Characters

Vinny Gambini (Joe Pesci) is a New York City lawyer who travels to
Alabama to defend his cousin, Billy. Vinny is a brash and
inexperienced lawyer, but he is determined to prove Billy's innocence.

Mona Lisa Vito (Marisa Tomei) is Vinny's fiancee. Mona Lisa is a
sharp and intelligent woman who helps Vinny investigate the case.

Billy Gambini (Ralph Macchio) is Vinny's cousin. Billy has been
accused of murdering a store clerk. Billy is a kind and gentle man, but
he is also very naive.

Judge Chamberlain Haller (Lane Smith) is the judge presiding over
Billy's trial. Judge Haller is a fair and impartial judge, but he is also very
strict.



Jim Trotter (Bruce McGill) is the prosecutor in Billy's trial. Trotter is a
ruthless and ambitious prosecutor who is determined to convict Billy,
regardless of the evidence.

Stan Rothenstein (Mitchell Whitfield) is Billy's friend and alibi. Stan is
a simple and honest man, but he is also very nervous about testifying
in court.

Dr. Wilbur Wright (Fred Gwynne) is the medical examiner who
performed the autopsy on the victim. Dr. Wright is a quirky and
eccentric man, but he is also very knowledgeable about his field.

Themes

My Cousin Vinny explores a number of themes, including the importance of
justice, the power of family, and the value of perseverance.

The film's most important theme is the importance of justice. Vinny is
determined to prove Billy's innocence, even though all the evidence seems
to be against him. He believes that everyone deserves a fair trial, and he is
willing to fight for what is right.

The film also explores the power of family. Vinny and Mona Lisa are a
close-knit couple, and they are both willing to do whatever it takes to help
Billy. They believe in him, and they are determined to see him through this
difficult time.

Finally, the film explores the value of perseverance. Vinny never gives up
on Billy, even when the odds seem insurmountable. He believes in Billy's
innocence, and he is determined to prove it. His perseverance pays off in
the end, and Billy is eventually acquitted of all charges.



Legacy

My Cousin Vinny is a legal comedy classic. It is a funny, heartwarming, and
inspiring film that has been enjoyed by audiences for over 30 years. The
film has been praised for its humor, its heartwarming story, and its strong
performances. It is a must-see for fans of legal comedies and anyone who
loves a good story.
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