
Epigrams: Modern Library Classics by Martial
- A Window into the Sharpened Mind of
Ancient Rome
Step into the captivating world of ancient Roman literature with Martial's
Epigrams, a collection of over 1,500 witty, satirical, and often biting
observations on human nature. This Modern Library Classics edition
presents the complete translated works of Martial, offering a timeless
glimpse into the social, political, and cultural landscape of the Roman
Empire.

A Master of the Epigram

Marcus Valerius Martialis, known simply as Martial, was a prominent poet
of the 1st century AD, renowned for his mastery of the epigram. An epigram
is a short, pointed poem that typically expresses a witty or satirical
observation. Martial's epigrams are particularly notable for their brevity, wit,
and clever use of wordplay, puns, and literary allusions.
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A Mirror of Roman Society

Through his epigrams, Martial paints a vivid and often unflattering portrait
of Roman society. He skewers politicians, social climbers, wealthy patrons,
and even his fellow poets with his sharp wit. His targets range from the
corrupt emperor Domitian to the notorious gossip-monger Aufidius Lurco.
Martial's epigrams offer a unique window into the daily lives, vices, and
aspirations of the people of ancient Rome.

Themes of Love, Lust, and Laughter

While many of Martial's epigrams focus on satire, they also explore
universal themes of love, lust, and laughter. He writes about the pleasures
and pains of romance, the absurdity of human behavior, and the
importance of seizing life's moments. In one epigram, he famously
declares, "Live, my Lesbia, and love me, as I love you and live for you!"

A Legacy of Influence

Martial's epigrams have had a profound influence on Western literature,
inspiring writers from Shakespeare to Chaucer to Byron. His wit and
satirical edge continue to resonate with readers today, offering valuable
insights into human nature and the vagaries of life. This Modern Library
Classics edition features an by Pulitzer Prize winner David Slavitt, providing
additional context and analysis.

Why Choose Martial's Epigrams?

Experience the razor-sharp wit and satirical genius of ancient Rome.

Gain a fascinating glimpse into Roman social, political, and cultural life.



Explore universal themes of love, lust, laughter, and the human
condition.

Discover the enduring legacy of Martial, a master of the epigram.

Enjoy the complete translated works in an accessible and affordable
Modern Library Classics edition.

Whether you are a student of literature, a history buff, or simply appreciate
the power of a well-crafted epigram, Martial's Epigrams is a must-read. Its
timeless wit and wisdom will delight, amuse, and provoke thought for
generations to come.

Free Download your copy today and embark on a literary journey to the
heart of ancient Rome!
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Terrorist Events Worldwide 2024: A
Comprehensive Guide to Global Terrorism
Terrorism is a global threat that affects all corners of the world. In recent
years, the number of terrorist attacks has increased dramatically, and the
threat is only...

Music and Identity in Ireland and Beyond: A
Journey into the Heart of a Nation
Music: The Rhythm of Irish Identity In the tapestry of nations, music plays
an intricate role in weaving the...
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