
Educational Inequality: Closing the Gap
Educational inequality is a major problem in the United States. According to
the National Center for Education Statistics, the achievement gap between
white students and black and Hispanic students has persisted for decades.
In 2019, the average white fourth-grader scored 22 points higher on the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) reading test than the
average black fourth-grader. The average white eighth-grader scored 26
points higher on the NAEP math test than the average black eighth-grader.
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The achievement gap is not just a problem for students of color. It is also a
problem for students from low-income families. According to the Annie E.
Casey Foundation, children from low-income families are more likely to be
behind in reading and math than children from high-income families. They
are also more likely to drop out of school and less likely to attend college.
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Educational inequality has a number of negative consequences. For
individuals, it can lead to lower earnings, higher unemployment rates, and
poorer health outcomes. For society as a whole, it can lead to a less
productive workforce, lower economic growth, and increased social unrest.

There are a number of factors that contribute to educational inequality,
including poverty, race, ethnicity, gender, and disability. Poverty is one of
the most significant factors. Children from low-income families are more
likely to live in neighborhoods with underperforming schools, have less
access to early childhood education, and have parents who are less able to
help them with their schoolwork.

Race and ethnicity also play a role in educational inequality. Black and
Hispanic students are more likely to be suspended or expelled from school
than white students, and they are less likely to have access to gifted and
talented programs. They are also more likely to live in segregated
neighborhoods with underperforming schools.

Gender can also contribute to educational inequality. Girls are more likely
to be enrolled in lower-level math and science courses than boys, and they
are less likely to pursue careers in STEM fields.

Students with disabilities are also more likely to experience educational
inequality. They are more likely to be placed in special education classes,
and they are less likely to have access to the same curriculum as their non-
disabled peers.

There are a number of things that can be done to close the achievement
gap and promote educational equity. One important step is to increase
funding for early childhood education. Studies have shown that early



childhood education can have a significant impact on children's later
academic success.

Another important step is to improve school quality in low-income
neighborhoods. This can be done by providing more resources to these
schools, such as additional teachers, smaller class sizes, and better
facilities.

It is also important to address the issue of school segregation. One way to
do this is to implement policies that promote school choice, such as
vouchers and charter schools. These policies allow parents to choose the
best schools for their children, regardless of their zip code.

Finally, it is important to ensure that all students have access to high-quality
teachers. This can be done by providing teachers with better training and
support, and by paying them competitive salaries.

Closing the achievement gap is a complex challenge, but it is one that we
must address. By working together, we can create a more equitable
education system that gives all students the opportunity to succeed.
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