
Bear Creek Massacre: The Heartbreaking True
Story of a forgotten tragedy
In the annals of American history, the Bear Creek Massacre stands as a
grim reminder of a dark chapter in our nation's past. This tragic event,
which unfolded in the unforgiving wilderness of Colorado Territory in 1864,
claimed the lives of hundreds of innocent Native Americans. Despite its
significance, the Bear Creek Massacre has been largely forgotten by
history, overshadowed by other, more well-known conflicts.
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The Prelude to Tragedy

The roots of the Bear Creek Massacre can be traced back to the arrival of
white settlers in Colorado Territory during the mid-19th century. As more
and more settlers poured into the region, tensions with the Native American
tribes who had lived there for centuries began to rise. The Ute people, who
had historically inhabited the area around Bear Creek, were particularly
alarmed by the encroachment of settlers on their traditional lands.

In 1863, the United States government negotiated the Treaty of Conejos
with the Ute people. This treaty established a reservation for the Utes in
southwestern Colorado, but it also allowed for the construction of a road
through the Bear Creek Valley, the traditional hunting grounds of the Utes.
The Utes were angered by this provision, and they refused to allow the
road to be built.
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The Massacre

On November 29, 1864, a group of Colorado militiamen, led by Colonel
John Chivington, attacked a peaceful encampment of Cheyenne and
Arapaho Indians on Sand Creek, Colorado. In what became known as the
Sand Creek Massacre, over 150 Native Americans were killed, including
women and children.

News of the Sand Creek Massacre spread quickly through the Ute territory,
and it inflamed tensions between the Utes and the white settlers. On
January 27, 1865, a group of Utes attacked a wagon train near Bear Creek,
killing several people. In retaliation, Chivington and his militia launched a
campaign against the Utes.

On February 1, 1865, Chivington's militia attacked the Ute encampment on
Bear Creek. The Utes were caught off guard and were unable to mount a
proper defense. Over 80 Utes were killed, including women and children.
The massacre was a ruthless and unprovoked attack on a peaceful people.

The Aftermath

The Bear Creek Massacre was a watershed moment in the history of the
Ute people. It marked the beginning of a long and bloody conflict between
the Utes and the United States government. The massacre also led to the
establishment of the Southern Ute Indian Reservation in southwestern
Colorado.

The Bear Creek Massacre is a tragic reminder of the violence and injustice
that Native Americans have faced throughout American history. It is a story
that needs to be told and remembered, so that we can learn from the



mistakes of the past and work to create a more just and equitable future for
all.

The Bear Creek Massacre is a forgotten tragedy that deserves to be
remembered. It is a story of violence, injustice, and the resilience of the
human spirit. By learning about this dark chapter in American history, we
can work to ensure that such tragedies never happen again.
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